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Age of Conflicts

Stone Age

Paleolithic

Mesolithic

Neolithic

Chalcolithic

 Iron Age
Hunter-gatherers, scavenging, fishing.
Tools :Core tools, hand axes, choppers, cleavers, 
scrapers (made of stone, primarily flint).
Settlement: Nomadic, living in caves, open-air 
sites, and rock shelters.
Paintings: Cave paintings (e.g., Bhimbetka). 
Mostly animals and hunting scenes.

Semi-nomadic, transitioning from hunting-
gathering to domestication of animals.
Tools Used: Microliths (small, sharp tools), 
composite tools (used in arrows, spears, etc.).
Settlement Type: Semi-permanent shelters, huts 
made of branches and mud, temporary camps 
near water bodies.
Paintings: More elaborate rock art depicting 
humans, animals, and community activities like 
dancing and hunting.
Farming Cultures: Domestication of dogs, 
beginnings of primitive farming (e.g., grains like 
barley and wheat).

Farmers, pastoralists, tool makers, and artisans (e.g., pottery 
makers).
Tools Used: Polished stone tools, sickles, grinding stones, axes, 
and tools for farming and weaving.
Settlement Type: Permanent settlements (e.g., mud-brick houses, 
villages).
Paintings: Few artistic remains; less focus on rock paintings. 
Artifacts like pottery designs were more prominent.
Farming Cultures: Full-fledged agriculture; crops like wheat, 
barley, rice, millet. Domesticated animals and developed irrigation 
systems.

Farmers, metalworkers (copper smelting and casting), 
traders, potters, artisans.
Tools Used: Copper and stone tools (e.g., copper axes, 
knives, and agricultural tools).
Pottery: Fine and varied pottery with intricate designs, 
such as black-and-red ware and painted pottery.
Well-structured villages, often located near rivers, 
early urban centers began developing.
Paintings: Some mural and pottery designs, abstract 
motifs, and early forms of symbolic art.
Farming Cultures: Advanced agriculture with tools like 
copper plows. Expanded cultivation of cereals, pulses, 
and fruits. Cattle breeding, and storage systems 
improved.

Farmers, blacksmiths, warriors, merchants, 
potters, builders.
Tools Used: Iron tools (plows, axes, swords, 
spears), superior to stone and copper tools for 
both agriculture and warfare.
Pottery: More refined pottery, including Northern 
Black Polished Ware (NBPW) and other painted 
pottery.
Permanent settlements became widespread.
Paintings: Pottery designs, geometric patterns, 
and possibly mural art (not as extensive as earlier 
rock paintings).
Farming Cultures: Highly developed agriculture 
with advanced iron tools, cultivation of a variety 
of crops, use of plows and irrigation. Trade of 
agricultural surplus, as well as iron and pottery 
goods, increased dramatically.

Modern humans (homo sapiens) 

appearedHuman activities in India began
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Medieval History 
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Chalcolithic
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Hunter-gatherers, scavenging, fishing.
Tools :Core tools, hand axes, choppers, cleavers, 
scrapers (made of stone, primarily flint).
Settlement: Nomadic, living in caves, open-air 
sites, and rock shelters.
Paintings: Cave paintings (e.g., Bhimbetka). 
Mostly animals and hunting scenes.

Semi-nomadic, transitioning from hunting-
gathering to domestication of animals.
Tools Used: Microliths (small, sharp tools), 
composite tools (used in arrows, spears, etc.).
Settlement Type: Semi-permanent shelters, huts 
made of branches and mud, temporary camps 
near water bodies.
Paintings: More elaborate rock art depicting 
humans, animals, and community activities like 
dancing and hunting.
Farming Cultures: Domestication of dogs, 
beginnings of primitive farming (e.g., grains like 
barley and wheat).

Farmers, pastoralists, tool makers, and artisans (e.g., pottery 
makers).
Tools Used: Polished stone tools, sickles, grinding stones, axes, 
and tools for farming and weaving.
Settlement Type: Permanent settlements (e.g., mud-brick houses, 
villages).
Paintings: Few artistic remains; less focus on rock paintings. 
Artifacts like pottery designs were more prominent.
Farming Cultures: Full-fledged agriculture; crops like wheat, 
barley, rice, millet. Domesticated animals and developed irrigation 
systems.

Farmers, metalworkers (copper smelting and casting), 
traders, potters, artisans.
Tools Used: Copper and stone tools (e.g., copper axes, 
knives, and agricultural tools).
Pottery: Fine and varied pottery with intricate designs, 
such as black-and-red ware and painted pottery.
Well-structured villages, often located near rivers, 
early urban centers began developing.
Paintings: Some mural and pottery designs, abstract 
motifs, and early forms of symbolic art.
Farming Cultures: Advanced agriculture with tools like 
copper plows. Expanded cultivation of cereals, pulses, 
and fruits. Cattle breeding, and storage systems 
improved.

Farmers, blacksmiths, warriors, merchants, 
potters, builders.
Tools Used: Iron tools (plows, axes, swords, 
spears), superior to stone and copper tools for 
both agriculture and warfare.
Pottery: More refined pottery, including Northern 
Black Polished Ware (NBPW) and other painted 
pottery.
Permanent settlements became widespread.
Paintings: Pottery designs, geometric patterns, 
and possibly mural art (not as extensive as earlier 
rock paintings).
Farming Cultures: Highly developed agriculture 
with advanced iron tools, cultivation of a variety 
of crops, use of plows and irrigation. Trade of 
agricultural surplus, as well as iron and pottery 
goods, increased dramatically.

Tools :Core tools, hand axes, choppers, cleavers, 

Settlement: Nomadic, living in caves, open-air 

Paintings: Cave paintings (e.g., Bhimbetka). 

Farmers, metalworkers (copper smelting and casting), 
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spears), superior to stone and copper tools for 

Black Polished Ware (NBPW) and other painted 
pottery.
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Hunter-gatherers, scavenging, fishing.
Tools :Core tools, hand axes, choppers, cleavers, 
Hunter-gatherers, scavenging, fishing.
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scrapers (made of stone, primarily flint).
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Paintings: Cave paintings (e.g., Bhimbetka). 
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Semi-nomadic, transitioning from hunting-
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composite tools (used in arrows, spears, etc.).
Settlement Type: Semi-permanent shelters, huts 
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Paintings: Cave paintings (e.g., Bhimbetka). 
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Paleolithic

 Iron Age

Chalcolithic

Neolithic

Mesolithic

near water bodies.
Paintings: More elaborate rock art depicting 
humans, animals, and community activities like 
dancing and hunting.
Farming Cultures: Domestication of dogs, 

barley and wheat).

with advanced iron tools, cultivation of a variety 
of crops, use of plows and irrigation. Trade of 
agricultural surplus, as well as iron and pottery 
goods, increased dramatically.

Farming Cultures: Highly developed agriculture 
with advanced iron tools, cultivation of a variety 
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Western most site
Largest site

Manchester of indus 

valley

Northern most site

after indian 

independence 

Only city with 

radial streets

Largest site 

within India

Only city without a citadel 

Western most site

Only city without a citadel 

Largest site 

within India

Northern most site

Urban Planning and Architecture

• Grid-pattern cities

• Brick houses

• Drainage systems

• Public baths

• Granaries and warehouses

Agriculture and Economy

• Farming

• Irrigation

• Animal domestication

• Trade and commerce

Crafts and Technology

• Pottery

• Metallurgy

• Bead-making

• Seals

Writing System

• Indus script

• Bilingual texts

Social Structure

• City layouts suggest social hierarchy

• Equal distribution

• Non-monarchical system

Religion and Beliefs

• Mother Goddess worship

• Proto-Shiva

• Animal worship

Art and Sculpture

• Terracotta figures

• Bronze sculptures

• Steatite seals

Characteristics Characteristics 

Urban Planning and Architecture

Agriculture and Economy

Crafts and Technology

Writing System

Social Structure

Art and Sculpture

Religion and Beliefs

Changes in climate

decline of trade with Mesopotamians

drying up or flooding of the river

foreign invasion

Decline of Indus valley civilisation Decline of Indus valley civilisation 

after indian 

independence 

Only city with 

radial streets
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Largest site
valley

Only city without a citadel 

Largest site

Only city without a citadel 

Manchester of indus 

valley



Western most site
Largest site

Manchester of indus 

valley

Northern most site

First to discover 

after indian 

independence 

Only city with 

radial streets

Largest site 

within India

Only city without a citadel 

Urban Planning and Architecture

• Grid-pattern cities

• Brick houses

• Drainage systems

• Public baths

• Granaries and warehouses

Agriculture and Economy

• Farming

• Irrigation

• Animal domestication

• Trade and commerce

Crafts and Technology

• Pottery

• Metallurgy

• Bead-making

• Seals

Writing System

• Indus script

• Bilingual texts

Social Structure

• City layouts suggest social hierarchy

• Equal distribution

• Non-monarchical system

Religion and Beliefs

• Mother Goddess worship

• Proto-Shiva

• Animal worship

Art and Sculpture

• Terracotta figures

• Bronze sculptures

• Steatite seals

Characteristics 

Changes in climate

decline of trade with Mesopotamians

drying up or flooding of the river

foreign invasion

Decline of Indus valley civilisation 

INDUS VALLEY CIVILISATION
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