


Contents

< Reading COMPrehension..........cccceieireueiiirnniiirnniiirnnicirnisiranscrssscssssssssssesssssssssssssssses 1-46

1. Introduction to Reading COMPIENENSION vuuuuuueerrerrirrriiiieereeeetrieinireeseereerrennnaeeseeeeeremmsnssssseseesreessnnssssseens 3
2. General Strategies for Reading COMPIreNension......u.uueuerererererererererererererererererererereeeeeeereeereeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene 8
3. TYPES Of QUESTIONIS ceuurerururururerureteteteeeteteeeeeteeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaeeeeeaeeesaaasesasesesesesesasesasesssnssnssenesasesesesenesnsennnes 13
4. MaPPING StrATEZIES. v s 38
@ GIAIMIMAT cceuuieeniienitenieteiteniceenictascessscessscsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssscssssssssssssscsssssssccnnes $7-98
B 0] o 51
P e 0 0 U o PN 55
B A OOV ettt eeeettetieee ettt e ettt e e e ettt e e s e e e et e et e e e e ettt et b e et e ettt e b b e e e e e et eabann e saeeeees 61
Ae VBTD s 69
B AAVETD ettt e ———— et ——————————————ata—atata—abat—tatatabebebatatatatataaeatreaane 74
L 0 (= Y013 5 (o) s B PP PPN 79
A o} o1 oL o} o PP PPPPPRTO 85
TR o1 <3 g =11 5 (o} o =TT PP PPPPR R PPPPPPRt 88
9. SPOTHNG THE EITOT weututiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiitttatetet e eaaaaa——a—aaa—aaa—a———aaataaaaaaaaasatasssssssasssssssasssssssssssssssases 92
10. Conditional SENTENCES....cviurrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e s 96

SO Y/ Y71 111 C: ¥ oy 2RI * * B 2

L. ROOT TWOTAS cettuuieeiinereeteneereeteueeetteueeeeteneseetaneeseeeenesseerennnseeresnsseeresssssessnssseesenssseerennsssesenssssessnnnssesnnnnns 105
2. THE WOTA LiSt.eetuueieiiuueeiettuieeiettieeeetteneeteeteueseeteneserrssessessssesserssssssessssssesssssssesssssssesssnssesssnessesssnansens 146
3. ComMON CONTUSADLES ..iieiiiiiiiiieieeiietiiiiieeee ettt e e e e e et ttetre e e e e e eeteebaanaaeeseeeeeerennnasessseeasseessnnnnnsnns 200
A. PRTASAL VEIDS eeuuuueeieeieiiiiiiieeee et eettttieeeeeeeetteteaiaaeeeeeeeetressaesesseeeeenressansssseseesseessnsnssssseeseeessnnnnnssseeeenes 207
N o F-1 (o) =4 [T SO O PRORPPPPT PP 210
6. Prefixes And SUTTIXES.ceuiiiieiiiriiiiereeeetitiiiiiiree e e eeettttiaseeeeeeeettersasiesseseeeeeesssnssssesssesssssssssnnsssseesssssssnnnnses 212
Y 21 s Lo o= PO PO O PPPRUP 218
LT 14 00 Vo) Lo} =4 APPSR PP PPRRP 221
9. CONTEXTUAL USAZE +vvuuueeeerreriiirruiieeeetreetttieuiiaeeseeeettternaaaeeeeettaessnnaeassseeseeassnnnessssseeesnressnssessssessteessnnnosess 226
10, PRODIAS 1eeieeiiiiiiiiieiee et eetttttiiee e e e eeetttetuaeeseeeetttannanaesseeeeareessansssssseesreessnnnsssssesesnessnnnssssseesreessnnnnnnsseeannes 239
T1. MATIAS ceeeruueeeieuueeettuueeeeteeueeeettaueesertnnesersaneeersnnessersnnessersnnessersnnsssensnnsssensnnnssensnssssensnnsssersnnnseensnnssennnn 246

12, FOTeign WOTAS wueeuueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie ittt et ettt e e e et ttebrse s e e e et taabassaessseeesaasnsssessssesesensssssnsssssseanes 254



Introduction to Reading
Comprehension

WHAT IS READING COMPREHENSION?

Reading comprehension is the ability to read a text,
understand its meaning, and interpret the information
correctly. It goes beyond merely recognizing words;
it involves making sense of the entire passage,
understanding the author’s message, and connecting
ideas within the text.

Example: Imagine you are reading a story about a boy
who finds a treasure map. Simply recognizing the words
on the page isn't enough. To truly comprehend the
story, you need to understand why the boy is excited,
what the map might lead to, and how the events are
connected.

A. Importance of Reading Comprehension

Reading Comprehension plays a crucial role in the
design and architecture-focused exams like NIFT
(National Institute of Fashion Technology). Here’s why:

1. Understanding Complex Ideas

% Design and architecture involve interpreting
complex briefs, historical contexts, and aesthetic
philosophies. Reading Comprehension tests your
ability to process such dense and nuanced content.

2, Critical Thinking and Analysis

o,

< Comprehension passages often assess your
analytical skills by presenting arguments, creative
scenarios, or problem-solving contexts, which
mirror the challenges in design thinking.

3. Vocabulary and Articulation

°,

% A good grasp of vocabulary and language helps you
in interpreting terminologies and presenting your
ideas effectively during the exam and later in your
career.

4, Contextual Relevance

o,

% Passages related to architecture, sustainability,
design trends, or cultural aspects might appear.
Understanding these will give you an edge, as the
subject matter aligns with your field.

5. Time Management and Focus

®,

< Comprehension exercises train you to extract
relevant information quickly, a skill crucial during
design presentations or tackling written design
briefs within deadlines.

TIPS FOR PREPARATION

< Practicewith Design-related Passages: Read articles
on architecture, fashion, or design magazines like
Domus, ArchDaily, or Vogue.

<+ Focus on Inference Questions: These align closely
with critical thinking tasks in your field.

<+ Enhance Visualization: Try toimagine and relate the

content of passages to real-world design scenarios.

B. Structure of Reading Comprehension

1. The Passage

®,

% Introduction: Provides the main topic or context
of the passage. It sets the tone for the discussion.

< Body: Containsthe detailed information, arguments,
evidence, or narrative. This section may include
comparisons, explanations, or problem-solving
examples.

< Conclusion: Summarizes the central idea or

presents the final argument, solution, or opinion.

2. The Central Idea/Theme

< This is the core message or primary purpose of
the passage. It could be explanatory, argumentative,
descriptive, or analytical.

3. Supporting Ideas

% These include facts, data, examples, or analogies
used to reinforce the main idea. They may appear
as subpoints, contrasting ideas, or elaborations.

4, Tone and Style

°,

% The passage could have a tone (e.g., informative,
critical, persuasive) and a style (e.g., narrative,
analytical, descriptive) based on its purpose.




5. Questions
RC questions can be divided into:

.

< Direct Questions: Ask for explicitly mentioned
details (e.g., dates, names, facts).

< Inference Questions: Require interpreting or
concluding something not directly stated.

< Main Idea Questions: Test your understanding of
the passage’s overall purpose or theme.

< Vocabulary Questions: Focus on the meaning of
words or phrases in context.

< Tone/Attitude Questions: Ask about the author’s

perspective or sentiment.

6. Answer Choices

o,

% Often include one correct answer and several
distractors (wrong options).

o,

% Distractors are designed to test your attention to
detail and reasoning.

Tips to Approach RC Structure:

< Preview the Passage: Skim for structure—identify
the introduction, body, and conclusion.

< Focus on the Main Idea: Keep returning to it while
answering questions.

< Look for Transition Words: Words like however,

therefore, in contrast signal shifts in arguments or

ideas.

< Pay Attention to the Author’s Tone: This can guide
you in inference and attitude-based questions.

C. Types of Passages and Questions

1. Types of Questions

% Main Idea Questions: These questions ask you to
identify the passage’s primary message or main
idea. To answer these questions, focus on the overall
theme and what the author is trying to convey.

< Detail Questions: These questions require you to
find specific information mentioned in the passage.
Look for keywords and phrases in the question that
match the text to locate the relevant details.

< Inference Questions: These questions ask you to
make logical deductions based on information
implied in the passage. They require you to read
between the lines and understand the underlying
meaning.

% Vocabulary Questions: These questions focus on
the meaning of specific words or phrases used in
the passage. Understanding the context in which the
word is used can help you determine its meaning.

< Logical Structure Questions: These questions test
your understanding of how the passage is organized.
They may ask you to identify the author’s method of
development or the relationship between different
parts of the passage.

By understanding the types of passages and questions
you will encounter in the reading comprehension
section, you can tailor your preparation to address each
type effectively. Practice reading a variety of texts and
answering different types of questions to build your
skills and confidence. This is merely an introduction
to what this module will try to cover in detail in the
subsequent chapters.

D. Skills Required for Effective Reading
Comprehension

To excel in reading comprehension, especially in
exams, you need to develop several key skills:

1. Active Reading

Active reading means engaging with the text as you
read. Instead of passively letting the words wash
over you, you ask questions, make predictions, and
summarize points in your mind. While reading a
passage, pause after each paragraph and ask yourself,
“What is this about?” or “What is the author trying to
say here?” This keeps your mind active and helps you
understand better.

2. Critical Thinking

Critical thinking involves analyzing the information
presented in the text and evaluating its validity. This
means not just accepting everything at face value but
considering the evidence and reasoning behind the
arguments. Example- If you read an article arguing
that school uniforms should be mandatory, critical
thinking would involve examining the reasons given
and thinking about whether they are convincing or if
there are counterarguments.

3. Attention to Detail

Paying attention to detail means noticing and
remembering specific pieces of information, such
as dates, names, definitions, and examples provided
in the text. Highlight or underline key details as you
read. This helps you quickly refer back to important
information when answering questions.

4. Inference Making

Inference-making involves reading between the lines.
It means understanding what is implied but not directly
stated. Example: If a passage describes someone looking
out the window at falling leaves and then putting on a
warm sweater, you can infer that it is probably autumn,
even if the text doesn’t explicitly say so.

5. Vocabulary Knowledge

A strong vocabulary helps you understand the meaning
of words and phrases in context, making it easier to
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comprehend the overall passage. Regularly read a
variety of texts and look up words you don’t know. Keep
a vocabulary journal to review new words and their
meanings.

E. Common Challenges in Reading
Comprehension

Reading comprehension can be challenging for many
students, especially when preparing for exams like
NIFT. Understanding these challenges and learning
how to overcome them is crucial for improving your
reading skills. In this section, we'll explore common
difficulties faced by students and provide practical tips
and strategies to address them.

1. Understanding Complex Texts

Legal texts and other complex readings can be dense
and difficult to understand due to the use of technical
language, long sentences, and intricate arguments.

Solution: Break down complex sentences into smaller
parts. Identify the subject, verb, and object to simplify
the sentence structure. For example, in a long
sentence, find the main point first, then look at the
details. Summarize each paragraph in your own words
to grasp the main idea and retain important details.
Look for transition words like “however,” “therefore,’
and “furthermore” that signal changes in the argument
or introduce new points. Use context clues to infer the
meanings of unfamiliar words. For instance, in the
sentence “Despite the proliferation of digital media,
traditional newspapers remain a vital source of in-depth
journalism due to their rigorous editorial standards
and extensive fact-checking processes,” you can break
it down into smaller parts to understand it better.

2. Time Management

Balancing the need to read thoroughly with the time
constraints of an exam can be tough. You might feel
rushed and struggle to complete all the questions in the
given time.

Solution: Use a timer when practicing reading
comprehension passages. Start by giving yourself
slightly more time than needed and gradually decrease
it as you improve. Quickly skim the passage to get an
idea of the topic and structure before reading in detail.
Answer easier questions first to secure those points,
then return to more challenging ones. Allocate a specific
amount of time to read each passage and answer the
questions. For example, if you have 30 minutes for four
passages, spend no more than 7 minutes per passage
and 1 minute on each question. Practicing this way
helps you manage your time effectively during the
actual exam.
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3. Overlooking Details

Missing important information, such as key dates,
names, or specific details, can lead to incorrect answers
and lower scores.

Solution: Highlight or underline key details as you
read. This helps you quickly locate details when
answering questions. Jot down brief notes or keywords
in the margins to help you remember important points
and refer back to them easily. Sometimes, reading
the questions before the passage can give you an
idea of what details to look for. This can make your
reading more focused and efficient. After reading
and answering questions, quickly review the passage
to ensure you haven’t missed any crucial information.
For example, if a passage mentions “In 1995, Dr.
Smith conducted groundbreaking research on climate
change,” highlight “1995” and “Dr. Smith” to remember
these key details for potential questions about the
timeline or researchers involved.

4. Misinterpreting Tone or Intent

Failing to grasp the author’s attitude or purpose can
lead to misunderstandings and incorrect answers,
especially for questions about tone or intent.

Solution: Look for words or phrases that indicate
the author’s tone, such as “unfortunately” (negative)
or “fortunately” (positive). Understand the context in
which the passage is written—whether it’s an academic
article, an opinion piece, or a narrative—since this
can provide clues about the author’s intent. Notice
the writing style: Is it formal, informal, sarcastic, or
earnest? The style can help you understand the author’s
approach and tone. Authors often state their purpose
directly or indirectly. Phrases like “This essay aims
to..” or “The purpose of this study is...” can guide you
in understanding the intent. For example, in a passage
stating, “Despite numerous efforts, the results were
disappointing,” the word “disappointing” indicates a
negative tone, which helps in answering questions
about the author’s perspective on the results.

5. Vocabulary Challenges

Encountering  unfamiliar words can  hinder
understanding and slow down your reading pace.

Solution: Use context clues to determine the meaning
of unfamiliar words by looking at how they are used
in the sentence. Surrounding words and sentences can
provide hints. Regularly read a variety of texts and note
down new words. Use flashcards or vocabulary apps
to review and reinforce your learning. Recognize root
words, prefixes, and suffixes in complex words to help
infer their meanings. If you encounter a difficult word,
don’tletit stop you. Move on and return to it if necessary,




using the overall context to make an educated guess.
For example, in the sentence “The arboreal creature
leapt gracefully from branch to branch,” you might not
know “arboreal,” but “creature” and “branch” suggest it
relates to trees, helping you infer that “arboreal” means
living in trees.

By understanding these common challenges and
applying these practical solutions, you can improve
your reading comprehension skills and perform better
in the exam. Regular practice, effective strategies,
and a positive attitude will help you overcome these
difficulties and achieve your reading goals.

F. How to Prepare for Reading
Comprehension

Preparing effectively for the Reading Comprehension
section requires a structured approach. Here are
actionable points to help you enhance your skills and
perform well in this critical part of the exam:

1. Build a Consistent Reading Habit

Daily Reading Routine: Develop a habit of reading
every day. Start with a variety of materials such as
newspapers, magazines, and online articles to broaden
your reading base. Consistent reading helps improve
your comprehension skills and makes you more
comfortable with different types of texts.

Diverse Topics: Explore different genres and subjects.
This exposure will familiarize you with various writing
styles and topics, crucial for understanding passages.
Try reading fiction, non-fiction, legal articles, and
opinion pieces to get a well-rounded experience.

2. Practice with Purpose

Use Past Papers: Practice with previous years’ NIFT
and respective papers to get acquainted with the exam
format and types of questions asked. This practice helps
you understand the kinds of passages and questions
you will face, allowing you to prepare more effectively.

Time-bound Practice: Practice under timed conditions
to simulate exam pressure. This helps in improving
reading speed and time management skills. Set a timer
for each passage and question set to mimic the actual
test environment and build your endurance.

3. Master Time Management

Skim Strategically: Develop the ability to skim passages
effectively. Quickly grasp the main idea and structure
of the passage before diving into detailed reading. This
technique helps you save time and focus on the most
important parts of the text.

Allocate Time: Divide your time wisely between
reading the passage and answering questions. Aim for

a balanced approach to ensure thorough understanding
without rushing through. For example, if you have 10
minutes for a passage, spend 4-5 minutes reading and
the rest on answering questions.

4, Utilize Study Aids

Vocabulary Enhancement: Regularly review vocabulary
lists and learn new words in context. This will help you
understand and interpret passages more accurately.
Use flashcards or vocabulary apps to reinforce your
learning and practice using new words in sentences.

Comprehension Guides: Use study guides that
offer strategies and tips specifically for reading
comprehension. These resources can provide valuable
insights and techniques. Look for books or online
resources that break down complex reading strategies
into manageable steps.

5. Active Reading Techniques

Engage Actively: While reading, ask yourself questions
about the purpose, main idea, and supporting details
of each paragraph. This keeps your mind focused and
enhances comprehension. Questions like “What is the
author trying to say?” and “What evidence supports
this claim?” can guide your reading.

Take Notes: Make brief notes or underline key points as
you read. This helps in retaining information and aids
in answering questions later. Highlighting important
information makes it easier to locate details when you
refer back to the passage.

6. Develop Critical Thinking Skills

Evaluate Arguments: Practice analyzing arguments
presented in passages. Identify the author’s viewpoint,
evidence, and conclusions drawn. Understanding the
structure of arguments helps you tackle questions
related to the author’s purpose and main idea.

Identify Patterns: Look for patterns in writing style,
tone, and structure. Understanding these patterns
will help you anticipate and interpret information
effectively. Recognizing recurring themes and
organizational methods can make reading more
predictable and manageable.

7. Practice Inference and Interpretation

Make Inferences: Practice drawing conclusions based
on implied information in the passage. This skill is
essential for answering inference-based questions.
Look beyond the explicit statements to understand
what is suggested or implied.

Interpret Tone: Pay attention to words and phrases
that indicate the author’s tone. Understand how tone
influences the overall message of the passage. Words
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English Practice Booklet

The English section of the NIFT entrance exam
assesses a candidate’s proficiency in reading
comprehension, vocabulary, grammar, and sentence
construction. This section is critical in evaluating
a candidate’s ability to understand, interpret, and
communicate effectively in English, a key skill for
creative fields like fashion and design.

Reading comprehension involves passages followed
by questions that test understanding of key ideas,
inferences, tone, and themes, as well as vocabulary
within the context of the passage. Vocabulary-based
questions focus on synonyms, antonyms, idioms,
phrases, and one-word substitutions, requiring
candidates to demonstrate a strong grasp of word
meanings and usage.

Grammar questions evaluate the candidate’s
understanding of sentence structure, with tasks
such as error detection, sentence correction, active-
passive voice transformation, and converting direct
to indirect speech. These questions emphasize
clarity and correctness in language usage.

Candidates may also encounter sentence completion
questions, requiring them to choose appropriate
words or phrases to complete a sentence logically
and coherently. Additionally, jumbled sentences
test organizational skills by asking candidates to
rearrange sentences to form coherent paragraphs.

NIFT English Exam Sections

Reading Comprehension

Vocabulary

Passages, Inference Synonyms, Antonyms

Error Soptting, Correction

Grammar Sentence Skills

Completion, Rearrangement

1. The novel’s intricate plot kept readers engrossed,

with unexpected twists and turns that added to
its allure. The complexity and cleverness of the
story, featuring multiple interwoven storylines
and well-developed characters, made it a page-

turner. Readers found themselves eagerly
anticipating the next chapter to see how the
various threads would come together. What does
the word “intricate” mean in the context of the
passage? (Moderate)
(a) Simple

(b)

(¢) Boring
(d) Predictable

Complex and detailed

Which of the following sentences is grammatically

correct? (Easy)

(a) Neither of the boys have finished their
homework.

(b) Either of the solutions are acceptable to me.

(¢) Each of the students is required to submit
their assignment by Monday.

(d) Everyone in the class have their own opinions.

The architect’s design was lauded for its innovative
approach, transforming the urban landscape into a
functional and aesthetically pleasing environment.
His work set new standards in urban planning and
was recognized with numerous awards. What does
the word “innovative” mean in the context of the
passage? (Moderate)
(a) Traditional

(b)

(c) Dull
(d)

Creative and new

Fragile

Choose the sentence that correctly uses parallel

structure. (Easy)

(a) She likes to jog, cooking, and read.
(b) He enjoys swimming, biking, and to run.

(¢) They want to visit Paris, Rome, and going to
Barcelona.

(d) Iplan to study, to work, and to travel.



. The explorer’s tales were replete with vivid
descriptions of exotic locations, captivating the
audience with every detail. His narratives painted
such clear pictures that readers felt transported to
these far-off places. What does the word “vivid”
mean in the context of the passage? (Moderate)
(a) Dull

(b) Clear and detailed
(¢) Confusing
(d) Commonplace

. Identify the sentence with the correct use of the
passive voice. (Easy)
(a) The manager was approving the new policies.

(b) The new policies are being approved by the
manager.

(¢) The manager approves the new policies.

(d) The new policies had approved by the
manager.

. The scientist’s hypothesis was groundbreaking,
challenging the established norms and opening
new avenues for research. This novel idea sparked
widespread interest and further investigations
within the scientific community. What does the
word “groundbreaking” mean in the context of the
passage? (Moderate)
(a) Routine

(b) Ordinary
(¢) Innovative and pioneering
(d) Minor

. Rearrange the following sentences to form a

coherent paragraph: (Moderate)

1. This is particularly evident in the field of
artificial intelligence, where significant
advancements have been made.

2. Technology has drastically changed the way
we live and work.

3. From healthcare to education, AI is being
integrated into various sectors to improve
efficiency and outcomes.

4. The impact of these technological changes

can be seen in almost every aspect of our daily
lives.

(@ 2,4,1,3 (0) 2,1,4,3
(0 42,31 d 1,3,2,4
. The artist’s style was eclectic, drawing inspiration
from various cultures and historical periods

to create a unique body of work. This diverse
approach resulted in a rich tapestry of influences

10.

11.

12.

that set her apart in the art world. What does the
word “eclectic” mean in the context of the passage?

(Easy)
(b) Diverse and varied

(d) Modern

(@) Homogeneous
(¢) Predictable

Rearrange the following sentences to form a
coherent paragraph: (Moderate)

1. This has led to concerns about the long-term
sustainability of intensive farming.

2. Modern agriculture has greatly increased food
production to meet the demands of a growing
population.

3. Additionally, the use of chemical fertilizers
and pesticides has raised environmental and
health issues.

4. However, it has also resulted in significant
environmental degradation.

(@) 2,4,1,3 (b) 1,3,4,2

(C) 2) 1) 4) 3 (d) 3} 2) 1) 4

The philanthropist’s generosity was unparalleled,

making a significant impact on the lives of

countless individuals. Her donations funded
schools, hospitals, and community centers,
providing vital resources and opportunities to
those in need. Her commitment to giving back
inspired many others to contribute to her causes,
amplifying her positive influence. What does the
word “unparalleled” mean in the context of the
passage? (Easy)

(a) Common

(b) Unmatched and exceptional

(¢) Limited

(d) Modest

Rearrange the following sentences to form a

coherent paragraph: (Difficult)

1. The internet has revolutionized communication,
making it easier and faster to connect with
others.

2. Thishashad a profound impact on how people
interact, both personally and professionally.

3. Social media platforms, in particular, have
changed the way we share information and
maintain relationships.

4. As a result, traditional forms of
communication, such as letters and phone
calls, are being used less frequently.

(@) 1,3,2,4 (b) 3,1,4,2

(© 1,2,3,4 (d 2,3,1,4

Design
EQarch

English Practice Booklet



13. The director’s film was a poignant portrayal
of human emotions, resonating deeply with
the audience. The story’s emotional depth
and authenticity, depicted through powerful
performances and a compelling script, left a
lasting impression on viewers. Many found
themselves reflecting on the themes of love, loss,
and resilience long after the credits rolled. What
does the word “poignant” mean in the context of
the passage? (Easy)
(a) Insipid (b) Emotionally moving

(¢) Humorous (d) Confusing

14. Rearrange the following sentences to form a

coherent paragraph: (Moderate)

1. These movements have brought attention to
social inequalities and injustices.

2. In recent years, there has been a surge in
social movements advocating for change.

3. The influence of these movements is evident
in policy changes and societal attitudes.

4. From climate change activism to calls for
racial justice, these movements span a wide
range of issues.

(@) 2,1,4,3
(C) ]‘) 3) 2} 4

) 2,4,1,3
(d) 4,2,1,3

15. The athlete’s dedication was unwavering, evident
in her rigorous training regimen and consistent
performance. Her relentless pursuit of excellence,
marked by early morning workouts and strict
dietary discipline, set her apart in the competitive
world of sports. Her determination inspired her
teammates and earned her numerous accolades.
What does the word “unwavering” mean in the
context of the passage? (Moderate)
(a) Hesitant (b) Steady and resolute

(¢) Inconsistent (d) Casual

Directions (16-20): Read the following passage and
answer the given questions.

In retrospect, watching all nine seasons of the original
Dynasty (ABC, 1981-89) was a strange choice. I was
looking for something escapist, a wormhole to a parallel
universe that seemed somewhat less on the verge of
apocalypse than our own, and nostalgia seemed like
as good a route as any. Of course, this wasn't a plan
of my own invention: nostalgia is a well-established
marketing strategy, a way to produce brand loyalty
retroactively, and thus the reboot of Dynasty on the
CW network (2017-) is certainly in part responsible for
my indulgence in the original. Dynasty, Dallas, Falcon
Crest—all those prime-time soaps of the 1980s glorifying
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a uniquely American conception of fantastic wealth
and provincial royalty—were a televisual version of the
1980s that I had missed at the time, and which now felt
like something I was missing. Certainly, I was familiar
with some of it through cultural osmosis: I knew that
Dallas featured “J. R.,” who was shot at some point,
and that Dynasty was defined by Joan Collins and the
name “Carrington.” In other words, I knew the brands.
My initial enchantment with (re)visiting the Dynasty of
the 1980s was predicated on looking at it as a series of
hilariously unconnected dots, none of which I wanted to
think about beyond their obvious absurdity. The series
is itself so narratively incoherent that it allows for the
brief illusion that it has no continuity with anything at
all. But the moment I was asked to contextualize my
viewing experience, the fun was sucked right out of it.
The world of Dynasty is not, in fact, a parallel universe.
Despite its internal incoherence, Dynasty is part of a
narrative that, no matter how ridiculous the premise,
has the vicious coherence of history. Connecting the
dots leads right to here and now, where virtually no
one wants to be. Dynasty is part of the fantasy world
out of which Donald Trump oozed, and through which
America became willing to watch him as if he were
worth looking at. Overlapping with the show’s nine-
year run was Trump’s increasingly successful mission to
spread his name like a disease, putting his vile mark on
hotels and racism like he was pissing on fire hydrants.
It was not new that people looked at rich people solely
because they were rich, and it was not the first time
that a family brand in the United States was formed
through an alchemical mix of self-congratulation and
racist pandering. But the 1980s were a time when global
capitalism and the promotion of American “family
values” might have emerged as logically opposed, but
were instead married by branding, in lieu of sense.

16. Which of the following weakens the author’s
argument about the influence of Dynasty and its
connection to Donald Trump? (Moderate)
(a) The portrayal of wealth and family values in

Dynasty was a reflection of societal norms
during the 1980s.

(b) The popularity of Dynasty can be attributed to
its entertaining and absurd storyline, rather
than any significant political influence.

(c) The association between Dynasty and Donald
Trump is based on subjective interpretations

and does not reflect a direct causal
relationship.
(d) The internal incoherence of Dynasty’s

narrative undermines its ability to shape
viewers’ perceptions or contribute to real-

world events.




17.

18.

19.

20.

Based on the passage, what can be inferred about
the author’s experience of watching the original
Dynasty series? (Easy)
(a) The author expected the show to provide an
escape from the current state of the world.

(b) The author had a deep understanding of the
intricate narrative connections within the
series.

(¢) The author found the 1980s prime-time soaps
to be incoherent and lacking continuity.

(d) The author was primarily interested in the
cultural impact of Dynasty and its iconic
characters.

Based on the passage, which of the following
conclusions can be drawn about the relationship
between the original Dynasty series and the
current state of the world? (Easy)
(a) The original Dynasty series provided a
distorted portrayal of reality, disconnected
from the issues and concerns of the time.

(b) The original Dynasty series had a profound
impact on shaping societal values and
perceptions in the 1980s.

(¢) The reboot of Dynasty on the CW network
revived interest in the original series and
sparked nostalgia among viewers.

(d) The popularity of Dynasty in the 1980s
reflected a broader cultural fascination with
wealth and power.

Which of the following assumptions is made in the

passage regarding the relationship between the

original Dynasty series and the current state of the

world? (Easy)

(a) The original Dynasty series had a significant
impact on shaping viewers’ understanding of
societal issues and concerns.

(b) The reboot of Dynasty on the CW network is
primarily responsible for the popularity of the
original series.

(¢) The original Dynasty series accurately
reflected the realities and challenges of the
1980s.

(d) The portrayal of wealth and power in Dynasty
contributed to a broader cultural fascination
with materialistic values.

Which of the following titles best captures the

main theme of the passage? (Moderate)

(a) The Intriguing Paradoxes of Nostalgia and
Escapism

(b) The Impact of 1980s Television Soaps on
American Society

21.

22,

23.

(¢) Donald Trump and the Cultural Significance
of Dynasty

(d) The Coherence and Incoherence of the
Original Dynasty Series

Fantasy literature often serves as an escape
from the mundane realities of everyday life,
transporting readers to magical worlds where
anything is possible. These fantastical narratives
allow readers to explore complex themes like good
versus evil, heroism, and the human condition in
an imaginative setting. By engaging with fantasy
literature, readers can gain a deeper understanding
of their own world and the possibilities that lie
beyond it. Which of the following, if true, would
most strengthen the author’s argument that
fantasy literature provides valuable insights into
the real world? (Difficult)
(a) Fantasy literature is the most popular genre
among young adults.

(b)) Many fantasy novels are adapted into
successful films and TV series.

(c) Studies show that readers of fantasy literature
tend to have greater creative thinking skills
than non-readers.

(d) Fantasy literature often includes detailed
world-building and complex magic systems.

Tis so much joy! ‘Tis so much joy! If I should fail,
what poverty! And yet, as poor as I, Have ventured
all upon a throw! Have gained! Yes! Hesitated so—
This side the Victory!

Question: Which of the following interpretations best

captures the central theme of the poem? (Difficult)

(a) The speaker is expressing regret over missed
opportunities and the resulting poverty.

(b) The speaker is reflecting on the overwhelming
joy and potential despair tied to taking
significant risks.

(c) The speaker is celebrating a series of small,
cautious steps leading to a modest victory.

(d) The speaker is emphasizing the importance
of wealth and material success over personal
satisfaction.

Historical fiction offers readers a unique blend of
fact and imagination, bringing to life past events
and figures in a way that is both educational and
entertaining. By immersing readers in different
time periods, historical fiction provides a deeper
understanding of history and its impact on the
present. This genre allows readers to explore the
human stories behind historical events, fostering
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25.
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empathy and a greater appreciation for the

complexities of history. Which of the following, if

true, would most strengthen the author’s argument

that historical fiction enhances understanding of

history? (Difficult)

(a) Historical fiction novels often include detailed
timelines and historical maps.

(b) Many schools incorporate historical fiction
into their history curriculum.

(¢) Readers of historical fiction report feeling
more connected to the past than non-readers.

(d) Historical fiction authors often consult
historians and experts to ensure accuracy.

Life is but Life! And Death, but Death! Bliss is,
but Bliss, and Breath but Breath! And if indeed I
fail, At least, to know the worst, is sweet! Defeat
means nothing but Defeat, No drearier, can befall!
Question: Which of the following best explains the
speaker’s perspective on failure and defeat in the
poem? (Difficult)
(a) The speaker believes that failure and defeat
are devastating and should be avoided at all
costs.

(b) The speaker finds comfort in the inevitability
of failure and views it as a natural part of life.

(¢) The speaker is indifferent to the concepts
of failure and defeat, viewing them as
insignificant.

(d) The speaker emphasizes that success and
failure are equally important and should be
celebrated.

Poetry has the power to distill complex emotions
andideasinto a few carefully chosen words, making
it a unique and powerful form of expression.
Through rhythm, metaphor, and imagery, poets can
convey deep feelings and profound truths about the
human experience. Poetry often resonates on an
emotional level, allowing readers to connect with
the writer’s perspective and find meaning in their
own lives. Which of the following, if true, would
most strengthen the author’s argument that poetry
is a powerful form of expression? (Difficult)
(a) Poetry readings and slams are becoming
increasingly popular in urban areas.

(b) Studies show that reading poetry can improve
mood and reduce stress levels.

(¢) Many poets use social media to share their
work with a wider audience.

(d) Poetry collections frequently include works
from diverse cultural backgrounds.
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26. And if I gain! Oh Gun at Sea! Oh Bells, that in the

27.

28.

Steeples be! At first, repeat it slow! For Heaven is
a different thing, Conjectured, and waked sudden
in— And might extinguish me!

Question: Which of the following best describes

the speaker’s feelings about achieving success in

the poem? (Difficult)

(a) The speaker feels that success will bring
immediate and overwhelming joy, like the
sound of bells and guns.

(b) The speaker is hesitant about the suddenness
of success, fearing it might be overwhelming
or even detrimental.

(¢) The speaker believes that success is inevitable
and approaches it with confidence and certainty.

(d) The speaker views success as something
ordinary and unsurprising, comparing it to
everyday occurrences.

Astrology, the study of celestial bodies’ influence
on human affairs, has been practiced for centuries.
Proponents claim that the positions of stars and
planets at the time of one’s birth can reveal insights
into personality traits, relationships, and future
events. Astrology offers guidance and comfort to
many, helping individuals navigate life’s challenges
with a sense of cosmic purpose. The widespread
popularity of horoscopes in newspapers and
online platforms underscores astrology’s enduring
appeal and perceived accuracy.

Question: Which of the following, if true, would

most weaken the author’s argument that astrology

offers valuable guidance and comfort? (Difficult)

(a) Many people enjoy reading horoscopes purely
for entertainment rather than guidance.

(b) The majority of scientific studies have found
no evidence to support the accuracy of
astrological predictions.

(c) Astrology has been practiced in various forms
across different cultures for thousands of
years.

(d) Some astrologers use complex calculations
and charts to provide personalized readings.

Astrology claims to offer deep insights into
human behavior by analyzing the positions and
movements of celestial bodies. According to
astrologers, the alignment of planets at one’s birth
can influence personality traits, career paths, and
compatibility with others. Many people believe
in astrology’s ability to provide a blueprint for
understanding their lives and making important
decisions. The continued popularity of astrological
services suggests a strong belief in its effectiveness.
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